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M I N U T E S 
 
Of  the  Annual General Meeting  of  the  Members  of  the  Australasian  Cardiac  Outcomes  
Registry  Ltd  held  Thursday, 3 August 2023 at 1.30pm ACST. 
 
Present: Prof David Brieger (Chair) and Prof Stephen Nicholls (representing the Cardiac 

Society of Australia and New Zealand).   
 
In attendance: Prof Jeff Lefkovits, Dr Sidney Lo, Prof Will Parsonage, Ms Kerry Doyle, and Ms Alana 

Carpenter. 
 

1. Apologies 

 Prof Mark Webster, Ms Helen Farrugia and Ms Dana Dimitriu. 

2. Minutes of the Previous AGM 

The Minutes of the 2022 Annual General Meeting held on 11 August 2022 had been 
circulated to the Member.  
 

 Ordinary Resolution: 

That the minutes of the 2022 AGM held on 11 August be accepted as a true and accurate 
record. 
 
Moved: Ms Kerry Doyle Seconded: Prof David Brieger. Carried. 

 

  

3. Annual Report and Financial Statements 

 Presentation of the ACOR Audited Financial Report for the year ended 30 April 2023.  

Ordinary Resolutions: 

The ACOR Audited Financial Report for the year ended 30 April 2023 is approved.   

Moved:  Seconded: Carried. 

That UHY Haines Norton, Chartered Accountants be appointed Auditors for the ACOR 
financial year, 1 May 2023 to 30 April 2024.   

Moved: Prof Parsonage Seconded: Prof Stephen Nicholls Carried. 

Dr Sidney Lo joined the meeting at 1.40pm ACST. 
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Presentation of annual report from the Board Chair, Prof David Brieger. 

ACOR remains an independent not-for-profit organisation. It retains close links with CSANZ 
with whom it shares the common objective of supporting Cardiovascular registries in 
Australia. ACOR continues to function according to its constitution and its Board meets 
quarterly.  
 
The ACOR board functions in a governance capacity overseeing the TAVI registry and 
facilitating the development of the TMVR registry, which will soon converge to be one four-
valve Registry known as the Australian Transcatheter Valve Therapies (ATVT) Registry. ACOR 
continues to work closely with the TAVI and TMVR Steering Committee now collectively 
known as the ATVT Steering Committee, and the TAVI Research and Publications Sub-
committee.  
 
BOARD MEMBERSHIP  
The Board has recruited a new Board Member, Ms Dana Dimitriu. Ms Dimitriu will provide 
advice and strategic analysis on the current and prospective financial position of ACOR to 
assist the Board in making important financial decisions. It is also hoped that she will provide 
broader business advice, particularly relating to financial sustainability and risk.  
 
TAVI REGISTRY & TRANSCATHETER MITRAL VALVE THERAPY REGISTRY NOW COLLECTIVELY 
KNOWN AS THE AUSTRALIAN TRANSCATHETER VALVE THERAPIES (ATVT) REGISTRY  
The TAVI and TMVT Registry Steering Committees were combined on the 2nd March 2023, 
making a combined Registry Steering Committee known as Australian Transcatheter Valve 
Therapies (ATVT). The ACOR Board has re-drafted the contract with SAHMRI to host the ATVT 
Registry. SAHMRI has returned the contract with some minor changes, and it is currently in 
review with ACOR’s lawyers. Discussions around increasing hospital site fees have been held, 
and decisions made. The increase to site fees will be $7.5K per one valve, or $10K for 
combined (all four; aortic, mitral, pulmonary, and tricuspid excluding GST).  
 
TAVI Registry  
There are currently 52 sites contributing to TAVI.  As of July 22nd, 2023, 16,194 cases have 
been entered into the TAVI Registry. The data quality has been good overall, SAHMRI has 
been working with the sites to improve data quality where required.  
 
RESEARCH AND PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE  
The Research and Publications Committee continues to meet quarterly. The Committee met 
on the 10th August 2023 and continues to evaluate requests for data for various research and 
publications.  
 
LAAO  
The ACOR board is actively supporting the establishment of a LAAO Registry. The last meeting 
of the LAAO Registry Steering Committee was held on 29th March 2023. The case report form 
has been agreed upon and the Curtin group from Western Australia has been selected to 
develop the database and run the registry. Current challenges include sustainable funding for 
this registry and plans are in place to approach industry for support. Representatives from 
ACOR, LAAO and the Curtin Group are meeting on the 22nd August 2023 to discuss the quote 
provided and the next steps for the Registry.  
  
Prof David Brieger Chair ACOR Board 
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A discussion followed the annual report.  

Prof Nicholls asked Prof Brieger about ACOR’s progress over the past 12 months and if he was 
content with where the Registry was up to. Prof Brieger explained there were some concerns 
around ACOR’s financial situation, clarifying that ACOR is reliant on support from Industry. 
Prof Brieger also elaborated on concerns in relation to ACOR’s potential exposure to risk. 
Despite this, Prof Brieger reflected on ACOR’s original objective, supporting the Cardiac 
Society members and Cardiologists in establishing clinical quality registries, which is 
something ACOR has done and will continue to do.  

Prof Nicholls enquired as to where Prof Brieger believes ACOR stands compared to this time 
last year, to which Prof Brieger explained as well as expected.  

Dr Lo contributed to the conversation on funding issues of the Registries and inquired if the 
Cardiac Society should push or lobby the Government for Commonwealth funding of the 
Registry. A/Prof Lefkovits explained that the last Federal Budget saw registries receive four-
year funding. Prof Brieger agreed that if there is an opportunity to seek funding, then it 
should be followed up. Prof Nicholls clarified that the Cardiac Society was going to have more 
frequent conversations with Government following a meeting held at the Adelaide ASM. 

Dr Lo inquired if the Government sees or requests data from the ACOR Registry. Prof Brieger 
clarified no, only CASL and the ATVT Registry receives reports. Data can be requested, but a 
question or study is required to apply for TAVI data. Following this, Ms Doyle asked if Local 
Health Districts receive data. Ms Carpenter clarified that SAHMRI sends out biannual reports 
to TAVI hospitals and practitioners, as stipulated in the current Agreement. Prof Nicholls 
commented that he gets sent VCOR reports on a regular basis, but never a TAVI report. Prof 
Nicholls explained that the Board values the reports greatly. Prof Brieger considered if 
practitioners receive them, but do not read them. 

 

4. Election of Directors 

 New Directors appointed since the 2022 AGM: Ms Dana Dimitriu. 

No Directors have resigned since the 2022 AGM. 
  

 Ordinary Resolutions: 
 
That Ms Dana Dimitriu be appointed Director.   

Moved: Prof Will Parsonage  Seconded: Prof David Brieger Carried. 
 

  

 
There being no further business, Prof David Brieger thanked everyone for attending and closed the 
meeting at 1.55pm. 
 


